In the midst of the storm no room In the Inn

As is often said, in the middle of every difficulty lies an opportunity.
That is exactly what proved to be true on November 1, 2011. A unique
circumstance indeed! On that day Father DiOrio was scheduled to
have a ser vi ces Shtine B &tunbridgeAMassadhusetts
shortly after a major No r d@ster had deluged the east coast with heavy
snow. Because mother nature always has the upper hand the storm
resulted in many accidents and days of power outages.

Now, when our service was to take place, many of our attendees who

had driven or flown from afar were greeted by closed chapel doors

due to downed power lines and no electricity and no place to go. To

add insult to injury hotels were filled to capacity, gas was a scarcity,

and restaurants wereclosed. Si nce Tuesday whay d Ad | S
holy day of obligation it was therefore mandatory for all Catholics to

attend mass. So, where were these 150 people who had gathered

outside of Saint AnSmee@lthephiests enlthetirea g o

were having masses for their own parishioners this meant that the

Apostolate staff had to think quickly and come up with an alternative

strategy to accommodate and relocate all these people to another

chapel immediately. With no viable option available the Apostolate

staff decided to step out in faith and invite the attendees to our

private administrative chapel which is normally off limits to the public.

Since this chapel holds so few peoplewe p o n d Hawecauldithis

friendly crowd all fit?0 So with trust in God the enthusiastic crowd

formed a single file caravan line and began to drive to our

administrative office. As our dear friend, Josi e sa

foll owing Jesus along the dusty streets

On this frightful day it was obvious to all, that everyone who had put
their confidence firmly in the hand of God had been guided and
brought to the warmth and safety of our little Apostolate chapel. So
in love, humility and patience they parked their cars in an orderly



fashion and hurriedly entered through our chapel doors. The few
chairs that were available were quickly taken but ultimately deferred
to the elderly and the sickest individuals. The remainder of our
guests sat on the floor in close proximity to one another without any
complaints vocalized. It was obvious they had all come with belief
and trust in God thirsting to listen to His message of love, to purify
their suffering and to experience the abundance of the blessings He
had in store for them.

As we all aware, God never promised us a day without difficulties
however on November 1% He proved that He will never abandon us
regardless of our circumstances. So just like the Bethlehem story
God did provide for his people in their darkest hour. Now reflecting
back on the events of the day it was truly a memorable experience
never to be forgotten.

Therefore in conclusion, whether we experience doubt, fear, trials or
suffering it is trust in God that will always point us in the right
direction. Thus November 1° proves once again that true faith in God
will never conquer the human spirit, shatter hope or silence courage
in the face of a disaster. Thank God for God!















